THE FUTURE OF WORK

Virtual Launceston Freelance Festival
July 5 - July 7, 2020
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The 2020 Virtual Launceston Freelance Festival
presents the Future of Work.
Welcome to a three day program where Australia’s top
freelancers will share their success secrets with you.
This exciting event features a variety of workshops,
panel discussions, talks, and lectures, all of which
could help you launch your own successful freelance
career.
While you’re online, you’ll have ample time to network
with other freelancers, enjoy a bottle of sparkling wine
from Delamere Vineyards (included in our virtual
drinks package) and find new opportunities and
skillsets.
We’re delighted you’re joining us online and hope you
have a wonderful experience.
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Sunday Afternoon Workshop & network drinks
3:00pm5:00pm
5:00pm 6:00pm

Sustainability Workshop
Award-winning designer Kirsty Mate presents a sustainability workshop. Learn how to repurpose everyday household
items including plastic bags.
Virtual Drinks
Meet the festival presenters over a glass or two of Non-Vintage Sparkling Cuvée from Delamere Vineyards. Network
and exchange stories with a supportive community of freelancers.
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Monday Morning Schedule: Room 1
9:00am 9:10am

WELCOME
The Future of Work program details..
Susan Bell, founder Launceston Freelance Festival

9:10am 9:40am

KEYNOTE
The Future of Work
What does the future of work look like and how do we meet the challenges ahead? Dr Bowles will discuss research
around future job opportunities, skillsets and how work has changed forever in a post Covid world.
Dr Marcus Bowles

9:45am11:00am

PANEL DISCUSSION
The Future of Freelancing
What does the future hold for freelancers? What are the work opportunities? How much has changed and how do you
pivot to new opportunities? Join journalists, editors and entrepreneurs in this lively discussion on future freelance
directions.
Moderator: Aarti Betigeri
Panellists: Danielle Cronin, Nina Hendy, Gary Nunn, Fran Molloy, Dr Penny O’Donnell

11:00am-11:15am
11:15am11:45am

12:00pm
12:45pm

Morning Tea

IN CONVERSATION
Accounting demystified - Learn how to save time and improve your bottom line
Keeping your financies in order can be time consuming and difficult as a freelancer. Simplify the process and keep all
your accounts in order with accountant Holly Shoebridge and Rounded software founder Oliver Garside.
Oliver Garside, Holly Shoebridge
KEYNOTE

Me, myself, and my source — Staying secure

Whether you’re on the road or working from bed, it’s always important to keep security in mind. Simon Harman walks
you through keeping your digital information safe in 2020.
Simon Harman
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Monday Afternoon Schedule

1:00pm 3:00pm

Breakout Room 1

Breaout Room 2

Breakout Room 3

WORKSHOP
The Joke’s on You
Even if you have no interest
in your local open mic night,
knowing the structures and
rhythms of comedy can be
great for your storytelling
skills. Join Rachel Berger to
learn just how useful it can be
to make people laugh. From
personal stories and memoir
to sending memorable pitches.
You’ll take away strategies and
exercises for writing humour and
developing ideas, some newfound
confidence, and maybe even a
few jokes.
Rachel Berger

WORKSHOP
The Google News Initiative
Keywords, data and deep
searches. The Google News
Initiative will demonstrate how
freelance journalists and writers
can delve deep into search
engines to find stories.
John Bergin

WORKSHOP
Simple and powerful video production with
Premiere Rush
Premiere Rush is a new and simple to use
Adobe tool that allows freelancers to use their
phone, tablet device or their laptop/desktop to
capture and edit moving and still images as
well as audio to help tell a story or share an
idea in an engaging and creative way.
Dr Tim Kitchen

1:00pm- 2pm
3:00pm3:10pm

WRAPUP
End of Day Two
Overview of the day, Q&A and overview of Day 3.
Sue Bell

lunch
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Tuesday Morning Schedule
9.00am - Welcome
9.10am
Overview of Day 3
General overview of day 3 sessions and workshops
Sue Bell
9:15am 9:45am

IN CONVERSATION
The Walkley Foundation
Hear from the Walkleys Chief Executive Louisa Graham on the how the Walkley Foundation recognises outstanding
freelance journalism and the opportunities available for the future.
Louisa Graham

10:00am- PANEL
10:45am The Future of Film
What will film and television look like in a post Covid world? What stories will we tell, how will they be distributed and
what does it mean for freelancers in the arts?
Owen Tilbury, Nick Tantaro
Moderator: Esther Coleman Hawkins
11:20am-12:00am

Morning Tea

11:20am- KEYNOTE
12:00pm The Future of Superannuation
Eric Black will discuss how to make sense of your super, what freelancers need to consider for their futures, how
current circumstances have affected super funds, and what the future may hold for superannuation.
Eric Black
12:00pm- 12:40pm
12:40pm
1:00pm

lunch

SESSION
Relaxation
Join Claire Bell for a wonderful relaxation session to calm your mind, soothe your body, and boost your immune
system in this 20 minute session.
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Tuesday Afternoon Schedule
1:00pm 3:00pm

3:00pm3:15pm

PANEL
Supercharging Your Freelancer Life
In this session Esther and Denise from Media Mentors will build on the rest of the festival’s content to help you
launch, relaunch or revive your freelance career. They will conduct a skills audit, teach you how to find new markets
and pitch to them, find inspiration and the courage to get started and finally they will help you write goals that will
transform your working life.
Esther Coleman Hawkins
Denise Eriksen
WRAP UP
Where to from here?
General discussion and Q&A open to the audience. Farewells and future networking events. Overview of the virtual
freelance festival, the future of work and competition winners announced.
Sue Bell
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Sponsors

Institute of Working Futures

10

Susan Bell

Sessions
Welcome host & final thoughts
Susan Bell is a Media Production Manager who has
worked for MTV, Channel 4 and magazines in Melbourne
and London. She is the Director of the Launceston
Freelance Festival and Tasmanian Convenor of Women in
Media.
Sue has worked as an educator, teaching media and digital
media at Universities, TAFE, private colleges and schools;
she also presents sessions and workshops on digital tools
at conferences around Australia.
Sue’s interest in founding the freelance festival is driven
by the need to provide networking opportunities and
professional development for the expanding community of
freelancers in the “gig economy”.
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Rachel Berger

Session
WORKSHOP: Comedy
Rachel is one of Australia’s favourite stand-up comedians
and a woman of remarkably diversified talents. In addition
to playing the xylophone and carving avocado pips into
small Buddhas she’s recently stopped feeling guilty.
Rachel has worked variously as a comedian, broadcaster,
novelist, columnist, agitator and television entertainer.
She’s taken four solo shows to the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival and her dynamic presence and engagingly
sharp observations have made her an extremely popular
performer both live and on television, across Australia and
overseas.
Rachel's high public profile has done much to establish the
position of women in comedy providing a distinctive voice
for women's opinions and viewpoints.

12

Aarti Betigeri

session: The future of Freelancing
Moderator

Aarti Betigeri is a multi-platform journalist and former
foreign correspondent based in Canberra. She regularly
covers cross-cultural issues and international relations,
with a particular focus on South Asia. She is a columnist
with the Lowy Institute’s The Interpreter website and
contributes to a wide range of global media outlets. She
has reported across South Asia for the New York Times,
the Wall Street Journal, Newsweek, Time, the Christian
Science Monitor, Public Radio International, and many
others. She has interviewed three world leaders and
worked on major investigative journalism initiatives
including an ABC Foreign Correspondent documentary
on international surrogacy.
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John Bergin

workshop
The Google News Intiative

John has trained and mentored journalists and led
digital transition projects in some of Australia’s leading
newsrooms. He has previously held senior editorial roles
at Sky News and SBS News, consulted to News Corp
Australia and lectured on journalism at the University of
Western Australia.
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Eric Black

Session
The Future of Superannuation
Eric’s primary focus as Business Development Manager is
to help promote the best interests of Media Super members
in Victoria and Tasmania. A significant part of Eric’s role
is to engage with members, employers and stakeholders,
such as unions and industry associations, to educate and
support, with the ultimate aim of helping members on their
journey towards a comfortable retirement.
Eric brings close to two decades of relationship
management, sales, and management roles within the
financial services sector in the United States, Ireland, and
Australia. What Eric likes best about his current role, is the
interaction with members across such a diverse range of
creative industries-
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Dr Marcus Bowles

keynote

The Future of Work

Marcus is the director of The Institute for Working
Futures where he undertakes extensive international
research and consultancies into the future of work and
learning; the design of agile organisations, capability
frameworks; reinventing tertiary education systems;
and the creation of dynamic workforce development
solutions.
His main focus is on predicting, defining and building the
capabilities required for the future workforce and assists
individuals, firms and regions to develop the capabilities
required to succeed in the digital economy. Marcus
is currently an adjunct professor at Deakin University,
Centre for Regional and Rural Futures.

16

Danielle Cronin

session
The Future of Freelancing
anielle Cronin is the first female editor of metropolitan
masthead the Brisbane Times. The award-winning
journalist has worked in Brisbane, Bundaberg, Africa, and
Canberra where she covered 10 federal budgets and three
federal elections.
As a reporter for The Canberra Times, she spent seven
years in the federal press gallery reporting on stories
ranging from the coup that ended Kevin Rudd’s prime
ministership to the Canberra firestorm, which was
recognised with a Walkley Award.
After a long career in newspapers, Cronin joined the
digital revolution and is keenly interested in pushing the
boundaries of storytelling.
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Denise Eriksen

WORKSHOP

Supercharging Your Freelancer Life!

I bloody love “television” – creative content made for all
platforms – and my career has allowed me to play in that
particular sandpit for more years than I can remember!
I binge watch everything from high-end (and low rent)
drama and documentary to factual and reality shows.
I’ve worked as a journalist, producer and Executive
Producer around the world - and in brilliant jobs as
Head of Factual and Head of Current Affairs at the ABC
and Head of Production and Development at SBS. I
regularly consult for international companies setting up
in Australia – and I’m currently Development Executive in
Australia for Arrow Media UK.
My career highlights? Discovering and nurturing amazing
talent.
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Oliver Garside

session
Accounting demystified - Learn how to save time and
improve your bottom line

Oliver joined Rounded as COO in early 2016 when
the app was in it’s initial beta phase. Amongst other
responsibilities he heads up Rounded’s Customer
Success program and interacts with Rounded users daily.
Oliver has a deep understanding of the business
challenges faced by freelancers and is uniquely
positioned to share insights into the journey of
demystifying accounting.
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Louisa Graham

session
What’s new at the Walkleys?
Louisa has worked with the Walkley Foundation since
2007 and was appointed Chief Executive in February 2018
after holding the position of General Manager since 2011.
Her priority has been to drive funding and partnerships
to deliver a network that positions the Foundation at the
heart of the Australian media.
Louisa has a background in both not-for-profit
management and the media, having worked for United
Nations Women, The Australian Institute of International
Affairs, the Sydney Writers’ Festival and the Ten Network.
Louisa has also managed national community awareness
campaigns for both White Ribbon Day and the Australian
Republican Movement.
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Simon Harman

session
Me, myself, and my source — Staying secure
Simon is the co-founder and CEO of the Loki project and
has successfully driven the strategic direction of the
project since it’s inception in 2017. Simon brings a broad
range of technical and project management expertise to
the table from both the events and blockchain industries.
He is an advocate for security and privacy in the digital
age, committed to developing technologies to enhance
the general public’s access to leading secure designs,
keeping their information and democratic freedoms in
tact. He also serves part-time in the Australian Army as
an Officer Cadet (MUR).
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Esther Coleman Hawkins

workshop

Supercharging Your Freelancer Life!

I’m a smart, creative and innovative producer with a
wealth of worldwide programming experience. From the
award-winning Revolution School for ABC1 to the Logienominated Last Chance Saloon, my goal is to bring
intimate stories to life with insight and humour.
I’m also a long-standing, and enthusiastic, veteran of
development. I thrive with the challenge of turning an
exciting idea into a successful TV series.
Alongside two decades of program making, I love
coaching and mentoring people both inside and beyond
the media industry. I’ve helped people kick start their
projects and revamp, restart or change careers.
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Nina Hendy

Session
The Future of Freelancing
Nina is a freelance business journalist & wordsmith,
writing both on the editorial and content sides of the
fence.
After cutting her teeth in regional newspapers, Nina
worked in a business magazine. She began freelancing
15 years ago, heading out on her own eight years ago
during the GFC. She was asked to write a weekly column
with SMH media & marketing pages the following week,
and hasn’t looked back.
Nina is also the founder of The Freelance Collective – an
curated community of top Australian creative freelancers
in 23 categories. She and a small group of Australian
freelancers launched the platform to empower creative
talent to be easier for clients to find online and build
relationships with their clients.
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Dr Tim Kitchen

workshop
Simple and powerful video production with Premiere
Rush
Tim has about thirty years of teaching and education
leadership experience, He is Adobe’s Senior Education
Specialist for Asia Pacific. Tim regularly liaises with
schools & universities focusing on enhancing creativity
in education. He also manages the Adobe Education
leadership and active use programs throughout
Australasia and helps lead the Adobe Education
Exchange (https://edex.adobe.com) which now has over
780,000 members.
A passionate advocate for creativity in education, and a
well-recognised education thought leader in Australia,
Tim is a regular presenter for a wide range of national
and international education events.
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Dr Kirsty Mate

workshop
Sustainabiliy
KIRSTY MATE is an educator, consultant, researcher,
writer, designer and artist on all things related to
sustainable design. With over 30 years of experience in
this area, you could say she is a pioneer. A
She is currently starting her own business, reth!nk,
realising how rethinking small to medium scale projects
can lead to sustainable solutions. She has recently
completed a PhD on the impact new forms of sustainable
consumerism will have on the design of shopping
‘scapes’.
Her art work explores the transformation of waste
materials through the traditional skill of knitting and with
the engagement of the community.
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Fran Molloy

session
The Future of Freelancing
FRAN is a journalist, part-time university lecturer
and freelance editor and copywriter. She has been
published in the Sydney Morning Herald, The Age, the
ABC online and lots of good magazines in Australia and
internationally.
Fran writes feature articles and profiles across a very
wide range of topics, including technology, health,
environment, science, education, business, photography,
law, food and ‘lifestyle.’ Fran is the founder and moderator
of Freeline (the Australian freelance journalists network)
and am a long-term Media Alliance member.
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Gary Nunn

session
The Future of Freelancing

Gary is an award-winning journalist. He specialises
in writing human interest features, but also writes
news, interviews, long form features and op eds for
newspapers and magazines in Australia, the UK and
the US. He mainly writes for the BBC, the Guardian,
the ABC, the Sydney Morning Herald, News Corp and
the Australian Women’s Weekly. In a regular Guardian
column called ‘Mind your language,’ Gary made
linguistics accessible by using news hooks, humour and
anecdotes.
Gary was Director of Communications for Change.org,
the online petition platform that empowers everyday
people to make the change they want to see.
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Holly Shoebridge

session
Accounting demystified - Learn how to save time and
improve your bottom line”
Holly, the director of Oceans Accounting & Advisory, is
a certified public practitioner of CPA Australia, an ASIC
agent, a registered BAS agent, tax agent in training, Xero
partner & Quickbooks advisor. Holly has over 15 years
experience providing accounting, bookkeeping and tax
services to large corporate and not for profit clients, both
domestic and international, within the music industry,
and more recently advising SMEs across a wide variety
of industries including creative and media, recruitment,
medical, agricultural, finance and construction.
However, Holly is not your typical accountant.
She also holds a Diploma of Counselling; she’s a Lifeline
Telephone Crisis Supporter, a volunteer primary school
ethics teacher and a quirky creative.
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Nick Tantaro

session
The Future of Film

Since making his first comedy film on his dad’s
8mm camera, Nick has been immersed in the major
technological evolution of film, particularly from
analogue to digital platforms and has witnessed
firsthand its impact on this industry.
He’s worked as an advisor, judge, film festival director,
lecturer and film tutor in all aspects of film and video
production. A number of his short films have won several
awards including an invitation to Cannes and an AFI
nomination.
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Owen Tilbury

session
The Future of Film
Owen is the Festival Director and Board Chair of BOFA
Ltd and responsible for overseeing all aspects of the
administration, sponsorship, marketing and operations
of this successful Film Festival, which now runs annually
in Hobart and Launceston. BOFA won the award for
Outstanding Event at the 2014 CGU Business Excellence
Awards and the award for Building Communities at the
2015 Business Excellence Awards
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Dr Penny O’Donnell

session
The Future of Freelancing

Dr Penny O’Donnell is a media sociologist and senior
lecturer in international media and journalism at
the University of Sydney. Her research investigates
journalism’s current ‘ec-tech’ vulnerabilities.
Since 2013, she has worked on the “New Beats Project”,
an ARC-funded university-industry collaboration that
engages with key stakeholders to analyse and respond to
job loss, workforce contraction, and growing precarity in
journalism work and freelancing.
Forthcoming publications that exemplify this new area of
research include Journalists and Job Loss.
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Catherine Webber

session
Moderator: In Coversation with Louisa Graham
Cath Webber is the Co-Chair of Women In Media Australia.
She has worked in the media for more than 20 years,
appears weekly on Channel 7’s Sunrise as a commentator
and is a founding member of the Queensland WIM
committee.
Webber is a Strategic Communications Adviser and prior
to that was Editor of the Gold Coast Bulletin – its first
female editor in 130 years and the same paper where she
started as a cadet in 1995.
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